
	 2	 Tech Talk  Contents

Contents
1  WHAT'S UP?  ...... 4 2  TELL ME ABOUT IT  ...... 8 3  WHAT'S NEXT?  ...... 12

Jobs Specifications Giving instructions

Present Simple vs. Present Continuous
Present Perfect: How long have you been 
working here?

Measurement and dimension vocabulary
Question forms

Sequencers: first, then, next, after that, 
when, once
Giving reasons: otherwise, or else

Emails Features and benefits Mechanisms

Openings and closings
Common email expressions

Technical vs. persuasive description Relative clauses
which and that
Machine part vocabulary

REVIEW AND REMEMBER 1  ...... 16  

4  HOW'S IT DONE?  ...... 18 5  WHERE ARE YOU?  ...... 22 6  LOOKING AHEAD  ...... 26

Describing fixes Welcoming visitors Planning

Repair vocabulary
Explaining effects: It was so ... (adjective) 

Greetings and farewells
Requests, offers, apologies, and thanks

First Conditional
if, unless, in case

Explaining processes Tracking Making comparisons

Active vs. passive
Present and Past Passive forms

Quantifiers: much, many, a lot of, too 
many, plenty of, several, both, all, loads of, 
a couple of
Countable vs. uncountable nouns
(a) little vs. (a) few

more/less/fewer than...
Intensifiers: much/far/a lot, a little, 
slightly, a bit

REVIEW AND REMEMBER 2  ...... 30

7  CAN YOU EXPLAIN  ...... 32 8  TAKE CARE  ...... 36 9  LET'S IMAGINE  ...... 40

Rules and regulations Causes and results Materials

Can/can’t/must/mustn’t/(don’t) have to
Should/shouldn’t/ought to
Is/Are (not) allowed to
Mustn’t vs. don’t have to

Cause-effect verbs: lead to, result in, etc.
Negative prefixes: in-, un-, dis-, etc.

Material properties vocabulary
would and could

Equipment documentation Reporting accidents Inventions

Locating information in a manual 
Noun phrases

Past Simple vs. Past Continuous Mixed conditionals
First vs. Second Conditional

REVIEW AND REMEMBER 3  ...... 44

01 TTSB-INT Contents 4PP.indd   2 12/3/09   11:40:13



	 Tech Talk  Contents	 3

CONVERSIONS  ...... 107

BRITISH AND American English  ...... 108

Listening script  ...... 109

Information file  ...... 88

Irregular verbs  ...... 105

NUMBERS  ...... 106

10  WHAT'S COOKING?  ...... 46 11  WHAT DO YOU THINK?  ...... 50 12  WHAT'S THE PROBLEM? ...... 54

Explaining how Making predictions Handling complaints

Chemical reactions vocabulary: melt, 
displace, absorb, dilute, etc.
Preposition + -ing: before/without/instead 
of/after/by + -ing 

Expressing certainty and uncertainty: 
may, could, might, probably will/won’t, 
certainly will/won’t

Providing explanations and making 
promises
Mitigating language: seems, appears,  
looks, sounds

Making conversation Weighing alternatives Describing damage

Active listening strategies
used to do vs. (get) used to doing

Gradable and ungradable adjectives:  
cold – freezing, hot – boiling, etc.

go/get/become + (adjective)
Damage vocabulary: bent, clogged, rusty, 
cracked, etc. 

REVIEW AND REMEMBER 4  ...... 58  

13  what have you DONE?  ...... 60 14  what's that exactly?  ...... 64 15  where does it go?  ...... 68

Skills and experience Technical writing Describing location

Present Perfect vs. Past Simple: finished 
actions

Punctuation and capitalization
Making corrections and improvements  
on written drafts

Direction expressions: heads north, veers  
to the left, runs parallel to, goes between, 
etc.

Reporting progress Measurements and conversions Getting organized

Mixed passive forms: has been done/ has  
to be done/ can’t be done/should be done/
is being done, etc.

Saying calculations 
Saying results and approximations

Multi-part verbs: clean up, hold onto,  
come up with, get rid of, etc.

REVIEW AND REMEMBER 5  ...... 72

16  TO BE PRECISE  ...... 74 17  WHAT'S GONE WRONG?  ...... 78 18  WHAT ARE THE CHANcES? ...... 82

Being concise Organizing schedules Security

Writing style – creating a warm,  
professional tone

Perfect tenses: Present, Past, and Future 
Perfect

Should and be supposed to
Should(n’t) have done

Text abbreviations Faults and hazards Discussing risks

Short words for emails and text  
messages

Warnings
Speculating expressions: may affect, could 
have been caused by, might result in, etc. 

Likelihood expressions: more/less likely, 
There’s no chance ..., What are the odds 
...?, etc.

Identifying parts

Engine part vocabulary

REVIEW AND REMEMBER 6  ...... 86

TTSB INT Book 1.indb   3 19/11/08   10:25:03


